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LIsT OF NEWSPAPERS. 


Names of Newspapers. Places of publication. 


Cie 


Bren. Catourta. 
Monthly. 

“ Dharma-o-Karma” Calcutta ... — —— 
“ Prachar ” eee Bhowanipore, Calouttaa 
Fortnightly. 

“Sign Board Calcutta ... 
Weekly. 

% Anusandhan ” 7 ot — 


“ Bangabbumi ” 1 28th December 1904. 
1 — cont i Slst ditto. 
“ Basumati ” 


%Hitavadi i . 80th December 1904. 
“ Hindustan” ... 


« Mahakhali Patrika ‘gs eee 90090 


% Mihir-o-Sudhakar i : 1,000 80th December 1904. 
06 Mistabhasi ' 1 


eee ces ee cee 


© OO ag & Cr > GD O09 


Sist ditto. 


80th December 1904. 
39th ditto. | 
„Sri Sri Vishnu Priy 4. o- i 28th December 1904. 
Ananda Bazar Patrike, — 

Daily. 
% Dainik * eee 66000 80th and Sist December 
ae, 1904, and ist, 2nd, 8rd 

| and 4th Jan 


1905. 
Daily Hitavadi ” eee nee 27th, 80th, and list Dec- 


and 4th Jan 1906. 
“ Dainik Chandrika 1 os ; 200 goth and coprgg — 


1904. 
“ Samvad Purnachandrodaya” i . 400 | 8rd, 4th and Sth January 
* Samvad Prathakar ” 


‘ 1906. 
eee eecceee 6th January 1906. 


Hxpt. 
Weekly. 


% Bharat Mittra ” 
Hindi Banga vasi 
s Hitavarta’ 


81st December 1904. 
2nd January 1906. 
eee Ist Ditto. 


PERsIan. 
Weekly. 


“ Rogznama-i-Mukaddas- tta ee 1904. 
Hablul Mateen.“ Calou | 26th December 


|‘ Baweaut. | Buspwaw Drvisiox. 
Weekly. 


‘ Bankura * 


“ Birbhum Varta BI 2 tn 
“ Burdwan Sanjivani ” B 


* Chinsura Vartav 650 
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200 | Sist ditto. 
Zsth « — ditto. 
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66 Jasobar” mae ; 800 95600 
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LIST OF NEWSPAPERS—concluded, 
ES | . co 
No. Names of Newspapers. Places of publication. — 2 he * fr the n 
Hinpl. Parwa Division. . 
Monthly. | 
1 * Lakshmi Upadesh Lahri.”’ eae Aurangabad, Gaya oo ~— — 
| Fortnightly. 
1 “Bihar Bandhu „ | Bankipore —— 600 | 1st January 1906. 
2 66 Jain Gajat * ee eee Arrah 0 eee 500 C08 cee 
Weekly. 
1 |“ Siksha” . are Bankipur mT cee cee RO 
Urvv. 
Weekly. 
1 -A Punch? ov „ | Bankipore iia 646 | 24th December 1904. | 
BENGALI. BEAGALTUR Division. 
Weekly. | 
1 | “Maldaha Samachar” «+ | Malda eee eee eee 28th Dcember 1904. 
BENGALI. CHota Nacrur 
| Weekly. | DivIsIon. 
1 * Manbhum 9 eee — Purulia ose 0 406 eeeres 
Iizspr. | ; ‘ 
Fortnightly. p 
1 | “Ghar Bandhu” eee | Ranchi... os . 15th December 1904. 
Weekly. ; 
1 |“ Arya Varta” ... s+ | Ranchi eee 510 | 24th December 1904. 
Benaatt. RATsHAHI Drvrsrox. 5 
Weekly. | | og 
1 | “Hindu Ranjika”’ occ Denn oe 225 | 21st December 1904. 
2 | “Pabna Hitaishi ” „ „. Fabna — —2 28th ditto. 
8 | “Rangpur Dik Prakas + | Rangpor ... vee 7,480 — and 22nd December | 
904. 
4 |“ Rangpur Vartavaha”  ...| Ditto... ove 800 goth December 1904. 
5 | “Swadesh Hitaishi * | Rangpur — 00 oes ** and 24th December | 
| 1904. 
BENGALI. Dacca Division. 
Monthly. ! 
1 * Gaura 1 eee eee Dacca vee singe | % 92, 
Fortnightly. | | 
1 | “Faridpur Hitaishini”’ -»-| Faridpur oes 600 esse 
2 [Santi aa . | Madaripur i 500 3 
Weekly. 7 
1 | “Barisal Hitaishi + | Barisal. 1 400 5 | 
2 |“Charu Mihir” r oes ymensingh eee 1,000 | 27th D a 
ae as 2 oa 2 — 2 a ove — Ist J — — 
4 | “Kasipur Nivasi .» Barisal son 00 
6 66 Purba Banga ag eee Dacca eee eee 08 cee * n *. 
6 | oe Swadeshi 5 eee Barisal eee cee 55000 3rd January 1905. 
ExolrsR A&D Benacati. 
Weekly. 
1 46 Dacca Gazette 5 eee ese Dacca 900 een 600 2nd January 1905. 
BENGALI. Curirtacona Division.) 
Tri-monthly. | 
1 | “Subrid” one ve | Noakhali oe | 606 | 26th December 1904. 
Weekly. 
1 |“Hitavarta” ... eos | Muradnagar oe 
2 “Jyoti 5 8 Chittagong ae 700 to — eeccece | 
8 Sansodhini eee eee Ditto cee 300 to 600 8 23rd December i 
2 8 : 
4 |“Tripura Hitaishi * | Comilla 05 720 | 8rd January 1906. 
RNOLIsR AD Bewnaatt. 
Weekly. | 
1 |“ Pratinidhi” ... eee | Comilla 1 400 3 
Bund TI. Assam. : 
Fortnightly. } 
1 |“Paridarsak” ... 5 | , 
2 “Silchar 1 eee eee | wel ny er : ~ ee 4 


686. 


IL Fonmen Pol rrics. 


Al Punch [ Bankipur] of the 24th December congratulates Sardar 4 Poren, 
. Inayatulla Khan on his visit to India and considers . th, 19%. 
r Inayattulla Khan's visit that the object of the visit is purely an =a 
of friendly feeling between the Kabul and the 
| Indian Government. : | 
2. The Aryabarta [ e of the 24th 82 “ authority Le 
N 3 of some news rs that the Shah of Persia, being ; 
Ren e ee ee e of the British Mission in 
his dominions, is going to appeal to Russia for help. It is also seen that 
England and Russia are making preparations for war. If the British Missions 
which are now in Afghanistan and Persia prove successful, the enemy would be 
killed without any violent means. tie 
8. The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th December writes :— Des 904, 1904 
a Lord Curzon’s Government is terribly alarmed 
nion u ian of Raszian at the idea of a Russian invasion. Not in India 
alone, but in England also this fancied danger is 
being discussed, and the question of increasing the “ reserves” as a means of 
defence is under consideration. Nearer home, Lord Curzon and Lord Kitchener 
have set themselves to strengthen the defences of the frontier „and to 
make the relations of the British Government with Persia and Afghanistan more 
intimate than they have hitherto been. It is unnecessary to point out that all 
these preparations mean the expenditure of a large sum of money. Then, 
again, Lord Kitchener’s recently announced scheme of army reorganisation 
involves a further large expenditure on the construction of new barracks and 
quarters for the soldiers and officers. And, finally, there is the charge involved 
in the proposed 1 of the forces with rifles and guns of improved up · to- 
date pattern. So, with all this extra expenditure, it appears that a truly woful 
prospect is in sight for the poverty-stricken and helpless masses of India. . 
If it were really a fact that Russia was preparing to invade India, if the 
military preparations of Russia in Central Asia were really of a nature to inspire 
alarm for India’s safety, then we would certainly have raised no objection to 
any additional expense that might have been proposed for making the 
country’s defences more secure. As it is, we confess with regret that we are 
unable to see any real grounds of serious alarm, in spite of all the efforts of 
Lord Curzon and his supporters to make the unreal Russian bogey appear real. 
There might have been something to be said for Lord Curzon’s fears if the 
times had been different for Russia from what they are now. But everybod 
knows that at the present moment Russia is entangled in a terrible war wit 
Japan, with her army diminished in numbers and prestige, and her navy 
almost extinct. This can never be therefore considered a suitable moment for 
her to try conclusions with a powerful Empire like England. For a war with 
England would mean, as everybody knows, not merely a war on the Indian 
frontiers but on Russian frontiers in Europe as well, wherever such frontiers 
are bounded by the sea. And can Russia now make the least pretence of offer- 
ing rf resistance to England’s powerful fleet ? . 
The fact is that, even if Russia does entertain any designs upon India 
at all, she must wait at least ten years after the conclusion of the present war 
in order to recuperate her strength. Not before that period of time elapses can 
any thought of a second war be seriously entertained by her statesmen. Iss set- 
off against this view one might point to the alarming utterances of a section of the 


Russian Press. But it does not argue much sagacity to see through the real object 
of these utterances. England is taking advantage of Russia's helplessness at the 


vent time to create troubles for her systematically, The despatch of the Tibet 
Mission, and the attempt to strengthen British influence in the Persian Gulf and 
improve British relations with the Amir of Kabul—these are, each and all, 
inimical to the interests of Russia, The British lion thus appears to be bent 
upon reaping the full benefit of the present distresaful condition of his old 
ger ussia. Russia, on the other hand, though her interests are threatened 
in all quarters of the globe, yet finds her hands too effectually tied to offer 


yet 


KHULNA, 
Dec, 22nd, 1904. 


AL Ponca, 
Dec, 24th, 1904. 


OCuakv MIHIR. 
Dec. 27th, 1904. 


BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
Dec. 27th, 1904. 
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i . BB ny is increased by her helplessness, and as a last resource 
. effect of di It is bis which explains the threats sometime 
ublished in the Russian Press of Russia’s determination to be revenged on 


＋ 


ngland, We do not think there is anything more serious behind it. 


IL—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a) Police. 


4. The Khulna (Khultia} of the 22nd December says that lately a con- 
! aie named Mahatapuddin Molla, of the Sadar 
The conduct of a pélice cone thana, Khulna, behaved in a most disorderly 
=, of the Sadar thant, manner in the house of a prostitute of Khulna 
Bazar, who brought a criminal case against him. 
The result was that the constable was charged under section 504 of the Indian 
Penal Code and enlarged on bail. It is said that the local police officers até 
doing their utmost to save the constable from the trouble he has brought upon 
himself, The naib of the Narail zamindars at Khulna has been asked to bring 
about a compromise, and it is feared that unless he complies with the wishes of 
the police, he will be put into trouble. It is said that attempts are being 
made to influence the Honorary Magistrates to whom the case has been trans- 
ferred. The constable was a few months ago suspected of misappropriating certain 
articles left by one Badan Khan in a hotel, but the police officers hushed up the 
matter. The District Superintendent of Police should enquire into the case, 
6. A correspondent of Al Punch Wanze of the 24th December is glad 
to report from Rajgir that the present police officers 
of Silas thana in Patna are all good and intelligent 
men, for which the people should be thankful to Government. They are trying 
their best to arrest old thieves and bad characters and have succeeded in making 
some arrests. | 1785 me | 
6. A correspondent of the Charu Mihir [Mymensingh] of the 27th Decem- 
3 d. ber reports that Amlitala, in Jamalpur, has long 
VN —— pur zub: been ‘notorious as the centre of operations of a gang 
of budmashes. Thefts were of constant occurrence. 
Recently some members of the gang have been bound down under section 110 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code, so that there has been a diminution in the number 
of theft cases. But the rest of the gang, who are still at large, are molesting the 
public with renewed activity. Parties who were instrumental as witnesses or 
otherwise in getting any member of the gang convicted are being harassed by 
false prosecutions, and are also being threatened with bodily chastisement. 
Special precautions are required on the part of the local police to preserve them 
from coming to harm. ae 
7. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 27th December writes: 
Wi be Wt the It is a fact that many respectable gra refuse 


chuikidari system in Bengal. to act as panchayets because they think that under 
the existing circumstances men of their position 


The Patna police. 


cannot do so without falling in public estimation. They find that the 
panchayet is regarded by the police officers as their subordinate and has to 
obey their orders, and they are therefore unwilling to serve as panchayets. 
Under the r Siege roe Act the panchayets are not bound to obey 
the orders of the police officers, a are merely required to report to the 
thana the occurrence in the village of any of the offences mentioned in 
Schedule B of the Act. If Mr. Savage will take care to have the panchayet’s 
duties and responsibilities, as fixed by the law, clearly explained to respectable 
villagers, they will surely come forward to serve as panchayets, just as they are 
now serving a8 assessors and 2 in criminal trials. But Government ought 
2 oe ay 8 ond eration and respect is shown by the District 
istrate the pancbayets as is shown t 
eee „. pancbay ! o the assessors and jurors by the 
Another point deserves mention in this connection. 
not paid their salaries at the proper time, the District 
his discretion, order the sale of the panchayet’ 
under section 45 of the Chaukidari Act. 


If the chaukidars are 
rict Magistrate may, in 
8 goods and chattels by auction 
This seetion seems to be a little too 


* 


hard. It is because of this section that respeotable and educated men are not 
Willing to serve as 1 This section should be repealed and some other 
provision should be made in its place. | 2 
If * villager objects to the assessment of the chaukidari-tax payable by 
him, he has practically no other remedy than applying to the very panchayote 
who first made the assessment. To save the villagers from overassessmont, 
they ought to be given the right of appeal against the decision of the 
panchayets. It is to be hoped Mr. Savage will take these remarks into his 
consideration when submitting his report to Government. 
8. The Sri Sri Vishna Priya-o-Andnd’ Buear Pairita [ Calcutta] of the 
f 28th December writes: 
. Attention may be drawn to the case of Ganes 
f Singh, Sub- Inspector of the town police of 
Burdwan, who kicked to death ah accused person while in his custody. 
Ganes Singh originally got three monthe’ rigorous imprisonment for bis brutal 
behaviour on this occasion; but on appeal, Mr. Roe, the Sessions Judge of 
Burdwan, has commuted the rigorous imprisonment into simple. Mr. Roe bas 
been very condidérate towards the accused in the case. If he were in the 
habit of showing equal considerateness to all accused persons who come up for 
trial before him, it would have been very long before we had heard of any 
gp coming to him! Is it not very risky to retaih ia service a man 
ike this Ganes, who ean, without sufficient provocation, commit a murderous 
assault like that of which he has been proved guilty? This case of police 
oppression is not à new one. Hundreds of such cases have been occurring 
year alter year. Mr. Roe might perhaps think this man fit to be retained in 


service, but to everybody who cares to perserve unsullied the reputation for 


justice which the British Government enjoys, an offender like the present one 
would appear to be a serious menace to society, to whom it is necessary to mete 
out condign punishment, Now that the question of police reform is under 
consideration, will Government take note of this case ? 
9. The Hitavadi | Calcutta} of the 30th December writes :— | 
~~ Wek tl ee Just before the last Puja vacation, a native 
5 — murder gtudent was brutally done to death in broad day- 
5 light on the public street in the Pataldanga quarter 
of the town near Harrison Road. The police challaned four persons as abonsed 
in connection with this case, but they have lately been acquitted for want 
of sufficient evidence. The inefficiency of which the police have been guilty 
in connection with their management of this case is so gross as to call for 
special notice. A student is murdered on the public street in the full light. of 
day, in the heart of a crowded city which boasts of its position as the 
métropolis of the empire. And the police fail to find a clue to the real culprits 


even in a case like this. Is this a matter for small regret? If this is the way 


in which the police are to preserve the peace of the metropolis, surely it 
would not redound to the glory of British rule in India? Who can say where 


the police were enjoying themselves when this heart-rending: occurrence 


took place? Can it be that the local police are ignorant of the fact that there 
are many haunts of goondas and bad characters in the Pataldanga quarter of the 
town? We know it as a fact that these goondas often go about from house to 
house in the locality demanding collections in aid of some nominal %a or festival. 
Householders who refuse to contribute something are subected to serious 
harassment at their hands. The police know these things and yet fail to keep 
a strict eye on their movements. Is not this a matter for surprise? We 
understand that a few days before this murder took place, one of the accused, 
to whose acquittal reference has been just made, called cn the students at 
No. 64 Harrison Road, and demanded subscriptions in the manner referred to 
before. On being met with a refusal he uttered threats that he would mete 
out adequate chastisement in return. With euch clues to guide them, the police 


still fail to trace the guilty parties. What can be a better evidence of police 


incompetence? — 9 
10. The Khulnavasi [Khilna) of the 31st December writes :— 
peels nh Great alarm ‘prevails among the local public 


Arms Act licenses in Khulna. owing to the ‘strictness with which gun-licenses 


are being issued in Khulna this year. For those people who live in the southern 
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parts of the district in the Sundarbans a fire-arm is an absolute necessity, 
Moreover, as there are no gun-shot murders or riots attended with the use of 
firearms prevalent in Khulna, it is not. clear why there should be such 
unusual strictness in issuing licenses. In the list of oppressive laws on the 
statute-book the Arms Act takes a very prominent place. We appeal to our 
native District Magistrate for sympathetic treatment on the present occasion, 
Let him see that we may have no occasion to say in this instance that a 
foreigner is preferable to a native. . 8 
11. The Bankura Darpan [Bankura] of the Ist January draws attention 
Two cases of cooly abduction. to the two following cases of cooly abduction :— 


(1) One Jogendra Nath is the only son of Muktaram Mandal, a goals 
by caste, and a petty jotdar of village Dhadka, near Bankura 
town. Onthe 27th if uly last this lad was on his way to visit his 
father-in-law at village Kelebla, when he was abducted by a 
cooly arkati. Bihari Mitra was the arkait’s name and the depot 
to which the lad was taken passed by the name of Khetto Babu’s 
depot and was situated at Raniganj. Jogendra is now in 
hospital at Lidu, a place under the jurisdiction of the Margherita 
post office in Assam. He has been registered under a false name 
and is now known as Jogendra Kamar. 

(2) The second victim of abduction is one Dakshabala, the wife of 
Damu Nandi, residing near Joykristopur in the ee 
subdivision. The accused in this case are Syama Sundarj 
Vaishnavi, residing in the Lalhazar mahalla of Bankura town 
and her accomplice, Kanai Das Vaishnav, This case is now 
under inquiry by a Deputy Magistrate. It appears that the 
husband of the girl quickly followed his missing wife with 
a search, but that she was conveyed out of reach in the course 
of a very few hours by a European whose depét was in the 
Lalbazar quarter of the Bankura town. The date of this 
occurrence was the 27th December last. 


(% Working of the Courts. 


12. In the case of Emperor versus Chhayem Sardar under section 110 of 
3 74 EI 6 eae ye says the Khulna 
u namen a a] of the 22nd December, Babu Jnanendra 
ee Fach Pal, Senior ae Magistrate of Khulna, 
himself cross-examined all the defence witnesses. For a Magistrate thus to 
usurp the functions of a Public Prosecutor seems very strange conduct. It is 
needless to say that the accused was bound down to keep the peace for one year 
and to furnish security for one hundred rupees. The Deputy Magistrate has 
adopted a very curious method of dismissing nearly 90 per cent. of the criminal 
cases that are filed in his Court. Forcible cutting of paddy by a man from a 
neighbour's field is treated as an agrarian dispute, which should, according to 
this Deputy Magistrate, be referred to the Civil Court. Complaints are 
dismissed with a light heart, with the object, presumably, of lessening litigation 
among the poor cultivators. But the wrong thus done to the oppressed seems 
to be beyond all endurance. It is to be hoped the attention of the authorities 
will be drawn to the matter. 
13. The Charu Mikir [Mymensingh] of the 27th December writes as 
8 follows in reference to Mr. Rolt’s case :— 

f 25 The oppression of which Mr. Rolt has been the 
victim is likely to prove of incalculable benefit to the community at large. 
The native Press has for a long time past been agitating for a separation of the 
judicial and executive services. Government has hitherto treated this agitation 

htly. It is likely, however, that its eyes will now be opened by the keener 
criticism of the Anglo-Indian Prees. 

The history of Maharaja Suryakanta’s dispute with the late Mr. Phillips 
and of the present case of Ar. Rolt is enough to convince all impartial men 
of the urgent necessity that exists for the separation refe to above. 
Maharaja uryakanta occupied a prominent position in native society, nor is 
Mr. Rolt’s position in his society leas conspicuous. When men of such rank 


(a) 

and position are harassed in this fashion at the mere beck and nod of the ~ 
Magistrate, one can well imagine what must be the fate of thousands of others 
in the lower ranks of society. The adoption of the scheme aketched out by 
Mr. R. C. Dutt would enable the proposed separation to be carried out without 
any extra expense. Will Lord Curzon set himself to carry out this reform so 
urgently desired by the public? : 25 

14. The Jawhar [ Jessore] of the 28th December takes exception to the 

roposal which is said to have been made by the 

2 8 of thans District Ju of Jessore to transfer the Gadkhali 
thana from the Sadar subdivision to the Bongong 
subdivision. The objections to such a change are stated below:>— 


(1) Jessore town is easter of access from Gadkhali than Bongong. 
(2) * and cheaper legal assistance is available at Jessore than at 
5 ongong. 1 
(3) This change of jurisdiction will place a number of pleaders at 
Jessore in the dilemma of either losing their practice or removing 
their homes to Bongong. 


15. Referring to the Jubbulpur case which a in the Amrita Bazar RNA Mim, 
Patria of the 19th September last, the Bharat . 51. 1904 
a Mitra [Calcutta] of the 31st December says that 
the accused in the case undoubtedly behaved very badly, but the punishment 
meted out to them is too severe for the offence. The Deputy Commissioner, 
before whom the case was heard, has also admitted that fact in his judgment. 
16. The Bilar Bandiu [ Bankipore] of the Ist January asks Gov- 
ernment to. order a sifting enquiry into the 
Ae Buxar Honorary Magis. difference which has arisen between the 4g of 
| Buxar (Shahabad) and the local. Honorary Magis- 
trate, Shah Muhammad Yasin, who is said to be a Muhammadan /akir of 
doubtful eee but who has managed to ingratiate himself with the 
Subdivisional Officer of Buxar. | : 


(d) Education. 


17. The Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 27th December draws attention Dany Aravani, 
a i to the following points :— a 
F 1) The pass certificates of the Middle English, 
| Middle Vernacular and Upper Primary Examin- 
ations in the Burdwan Division, which were held in September 1903, have not 
yet been issued. Who is responsible for this piece of gross irregularity ? 

(2) Under the new system which has come into operation this year, the 
Deputy Inspector of Schools selects candidates for the scholarship examination. 
This arrangement can never be satisfactory. A student may be ill at the time 
the Deputy Inspector visits any school, or he may not be able, through 
nervousness, to answer oral questions well, but may do creditably in writing 
out answers to written questions at an examination. Such boys will have 
no chance of — themselves at the scholarship examination. 

(3) The Deputy Inspector when out in the mufassal must depend u 
the school managers for the supply of his food and other necessaries, Is it 
not natural for him, under the circumstances, to be partial to particular schools 
and unjust to others? Is it after all impossible, under the new system, for 
any inspecting officer to earn money by illegal means ? 

(4) The action of the Department in not granting more than one 
scholarship to one school is attempted to be justified by the consideration that 
a boy expecting to get a scholarship ought to exten a school in which he finds 
a rival candidate. But without a healthy competition among students there can 
be no real progress. So, more than one student ought to be allowed to appear 
at the scholarship examination from each school, and the Divisional Inspector 
should take upon himself the entire management regarding the selection of 
candidates. | 

(5) The Deputy Inspector of Schools, Midnapore, made the Sub-Inspectors 
under him select candidates for the scholarship examination without taking 
upon himself the trouble of making the selection. It is suspected that the 
selection was not made impartially, There is much disappointment among 
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the teachers and students. It is to be hoped the authorities will enquire into 
7 18. Th Dacea Gaseits C D Jof the 2nd January contains an appre- 
. ca Gazetie | Vacca ] o 

ee, tative notice of Dr. P. K. Ray and Mr. Harinath 

Dr. P. K. Rey and Professor De, of the Dacca College, in view of their recent! 
— announced transfer to the Presidency College. It 
js remarked that this transfer, however welcome it may be to the two 
Professors primarily concerned, is a distinct misfortune to the Dacca public. 
It was a piece of rare good fortune for the Dacca College to have been able to 
secure a Professor of Mr. De’s wide linguistic attainments. As to Dr. Ray, 
he commands universal esteem for his amiability, learning and high character. 
A public farewell meeting was held in honour of Dr. Ray on the <7th 

December last. ; ; 
19. Finding the names of the Maharanis of Hathwa and Dumraon in 
The Renchi College and the 5 ae an (Cal the 1 N Fund, 

9 n the Hindi Bangavasi Calcutta] of the anua 
, observes chat since the list contains the — 
of these Ranis, the Ranchi College may be considered as an accomplished 
fact. The Ranis taking the begging bowl in their hands in order to serve the 

State, will now be remembered in history. 


(e Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Aſedini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 28th December writes: 
- sidecases: Section 241 of the Bengal Municipal Act 
* ——. Municipality. or zins relates to building regulations. It has been 
recently proposed by the local Municipal Com- 
mittee to extend the provisions of this section to the town of Midnapore. 
The proposal has created quite a consternation in the minds of the towns- 
eople. It is pointed out that the new rules, with whatever care they may 
e framed and however suitable they may prove in other respects, are sure 
to furnish a fresh handle to the municipal employés for oppressing the citizens. 
It is to he hoped therefore that the proposal will be abandoned. 
21. ‘he three curses of the villages of Bengal, writes the Bangavasi 
[Calcutta] of the 3lst December, are malaria, 


| cholera and water-scarcity. There are those who 
hold that Government should be considered responsible in connection with 


the adoption of such measures as are calculated to remove these evils. But 
when Government advises the people to kill mosquitos with kerosine oil 
in order to stamp out malaria, its advice fails to satisfy those for whose benefit 
it is given. There has been a great deal of agitation on the water-scarcity 
question, but Government has granted only fifty thousand rupees to meet 
the demand for drinking-water for the whole Province, If the amount were 
divided equally among all the villages of Bengal, each village would get not 
more than eight annas only. What then should be done to save the lives 
of the people? Let villagers raise subscriptions among themselves and 
reclaim old tanks or sink new wells with the money thus collected. What 
have the people gained by depending so long upon others for help? Their 
power of self-help seems to be almost gone. Let them shake off their 
inactivity and make vigorous exertions and their efforts are sure to be 
crowned with success, | | 


22. The Hitararta [Calcutta] of the 1st January complains that the 


1 streets named Balaram Bose’s Ghat Road, ‘at 
n the turning of the Kalighat Road, and Kedar Nath 
boards to show the names of the streets, and asks 


Water-scarcity in Bengal. 


Bose’s Lane have no sign 
if the Municipality has no intimation about it. 
The same paper says, curious are the ways of the Calcutta Munic 


„ . + , . ’ 
Act V was not hitherto in force in Bhawanipore and people used the were A 
drains to answer calls of nature. All of a sudden it came to be known 
that persons were being arrested for committing nuisances by the side of 
the roads, The enforcement of the Act was not made known by. beat 
of drum. How were the people to know then that the Act was brought in 
force there? What is more curious is that while a man in Calcutta is fined 


oe 


E 
tour annas for an offence under the Act, he has to pay Re. 1 for a similar 
offence in Bhawanipore. Is this not injustice to the poor? The Municipality 
should have first provided urinals at short intervals and then informed the 
public of the operation of the Act by beat of drum. 
23. A correspondent of the Nekar [Contai] of the 3rd January reports 
q the outbreak of a serious epidemic of cholera in 
Pos —— Par- the Jalamutha pargana of the Midnapore district. 
About fifteen or sixteen deaths are said to have 
occurred in the single village of Kuralbad. Properly qualified medical 
assistance is urgently wanted. inhale ve | 


— 
a 


(f)}—Questions affecting the iand. 8 


24. Referring to the survey operations that are going on in Ranchi, the  xravaam, 

Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 24th December states: — . 24th, 1904. 
The survey has been in progress here for the 

last two years. It has caused great confusion, giving rise to many criminal 

cases. Cases of riot and crop-cutting are numerous, The local Subordinate 

Judge, though looking a little old, is very energetic in disposing of the cases. 

Before the parties to a suit appear in his Court their case is dismissed in a 

word. He does not wait for them. 
25. The Rangpur Vartavaha [Rangpur] of the 30th December says that RAuervn-Vanra- 

the object of Government in bringing the estates psy 
The Court of Wards’ estates in 


Survey operations in Ranchi. 


Bengal. of minors under the Court of Wards is undoubtedly ä 


a noble one. But it is seen that in most cases 
this object is not attained and the estates, instead of being saved, are ruined. 
It would be found on enquiry that the culpable neglect and fraudulent conduct 
of the officers of the Court of Wards’ estates are the main causes of their ruin. 
The Revenue Board, the Divisional Commissioner and even the Collector have 
no real control over the management of the estates. They examine only what. 

appears on paper, but are ignorant of the internal affairs. The manager is all 
in all. The other officers are almost all of the same category. As an illustra- 
tion, the case of the Tikari estate in Gaya may be mentioned. The Court of 
Wards has incurred a debt of a lakh and a half during 19 years, which must 
be paid off by the zamindar who has now attained majority. When the Tikari 
estate was first taken under the Court of Wards it had no debts. 
26. The Hitavadi A of the 30th December writes :— Hiravant. 
T The replies given by Government to the Pee Loth, 1904. 
questions in the Legislative Council regarding the 
Bhawal estate put by the Hon’ble Babu A. C. Mazumdar, cannot at all be 
regarded as satisfactory. The authorities admit that the Kani fainted: at the 
insult which she experienced at the overbearing conduct of the Collector 
when taking over charge of the treasures and papers of the estate; but they 
add that the Collector personally did not see her lose consciousness. What 
reason is there to suppose that because the Collector did not witness the 
occurrence, therefore it must be false? Then, further, it has been stated that 
the justification of Government in assuming charge of the estate was a desire 
to save the property from being ruined by gross mismanagement by the Rani. 
If this assertion be founded on fact, why was the request to lay the papers in 
connection with this case on the Council table refused? Both the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the Governor-General find fault with us for ascribing motives 
to Government. But in the present case we cannot help ascribing a motive. 
Would it be unjust to say that the allegations against the Rani which are based 
on the mere authority of Government stand little chance of being confirmed 
by the papers relating to the question, and that thisis the motive which 
explains the refusal’ to produce those papers? No mention of the Rani's 
alleged mismanagement was made in the letter dated the Ist October written 
to her by the Board of Revenue. Reference was made in this letter only to the 
unpardonable sin on the part of the Rani of superseding Mr. Meyer by a 
dismissed Munsif. It is true that the Rani’s eldest son, at the instigation of 
evil counsellors, made certain charges against his mother. But it is a fact 
that he afterwards withdrew those charges. The conclusion to which the 
impartial public has come on this question is that it is only the dismissal of the 


The Bhawal estate. 
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Euro manager which is responsible for bringing all this misfortune on 
the Rani. We request Government to take steps to remove this impression 
from the public mind for the sake of its own fair fame. 


- Railvays and communications, including canals and irrig ation. 


27. The Sanjivani [ Caleutta] of the 29th December complains of the 
3 supposed indifference to the public convenience 
* A 8 the Bengal- exhibited by the Bengal-Nagpur Railway authorities. 
8 885 . As an illustration, it is pointed out that the absence 
of any down local train from Midnapore to Calcutta in the morning leads to 
great overcrowding in the down Puri passenger train which leaves Midnapore for 
Calcutta at about 10 a.m. The overcrowding in this train is still further increased 
by the fact that milk cans, fish-baskets, bales of cloth, etc., have to be carried 
as personal luggage, as they are not allowed in the brake-van nor is any separate 
carriage provided for them. There should be at least two up and two down 
trains between Howrah and Midnapore, properly distributed between morning 
and evening. As it is, there is no up train from Howrah to Midnapore in the 
course of the whole day and night after 10 in the morning. Similarly, one down 
train from Midnapore to Howrah starts from the former place at 2 P. M., and if 
this is missed, one has to wait for the next train all the time till next morning 
at 9 A. I., when the down Puri passenger train is due. It thus appears that 
although Midnapore is only four hours’ journey from Caleutta, the timing of the 
trains does not permit a man being a “ daily passenger” between the two towns. 
All this inconvenience might be got over if the local trains which now run up 
to Kola station were arranged to run up to Midnapore. 
n. 28. The same paper points out that coolie emigrants from the Upper 
4 5 3 ovinces 15 Assam 1 labour under the — 
* suggesticn to run trough vantage of having to change traius at two or three 
8 ge gy * places cn their route. It is suggested that the 
two railways concerned, viz., the Bengal-North- 
Western and the Eastern Bengal, might arrange between themselves to run 
a through train direct from Cawnpur to Gauhati in Assam. ‘The convenience 
of the emigrant coolies would be greatly facilitated by such an arrangement. 
This through train might consist only of third-class carriages. Opportunit 
is also taken to make the general suggestion that, in view of the small 
number of passengers of the first three classes, it is not desirable to attach 
carriages of these classes to all trains, About half the total number of 
trains on each line should be reserved solely for third-class passenger traftie. 
29. The Samay Calcutta] of the 30th December observes that, in view of 
3 oe E eee third-class fares announced 
uggested reduction of fareson by the Kast Indian Railway Company, it is certainly 
stern cengal State Rail. desirable that some * — art should “A 
: made by a line like the Eastern Bengal State 
Railway, which is under Government’s direct management. It may be pointed 
out that the rate of fares charged for third class monthly tickets on this line 
seems to be excessively high. One might suggest a reduction of twenty to 
twenty-five per cent. in the existing fares without laying himself open tothe 
charge of proposing a revolutionary change. Any immediate loss of income 
from such reduction would soon be made up by increased traffic, witness the 
success of the lately introduced system of week-end return tickets” on 
this line. 
30. <A correspondent of the Reservar [Calcutta] of the 3lst December 
* says that nasty accidents to men and cattle are 
K. . 2 Nen very common on the Kalighat-Tollygunge tramway 
ee line. The street near Sheramobal is so narrow 
that if two cars come there simultaneously from opposite directions, sufficient 


room is not left for even a single man to occupy. The great d of 
is another source of danger. Blind and 5 who po 3 
large numbers from time to time at Tollygunge are liable to be run over at the 


* 3 Tramwuys Company should take early steps to remove the 


( @ 3 


D General. 


31. The Hitavadi ed of the 30th r are 3 
; t 18 now over two w since Lo urzon 
i ee reassumed the reins of office. The public expect 
some definite pronouncement from his lips ing the partition question, but 
Government seems bent on maintaining an obstinate attitude of silence in spite 
of all the efforts that have been made by the Hon’ble A.C. Mazumdar, both 
by interpellations in the Council and by letter, to draw it out. In the mean- 
time the public in dire alarm are again arranging to get up protest meetings 
on all sides. They are in terrible anxiety as to what the intentions of Govern- 
ment with regard to this question may be. We ask Government how much 
longer it intends to keep us in the dark in this fashion. Why arethe public 
being treated with distrust? The Pioneer recently declared that Government 
had finally determined on itioning ithe province. Well-informed corre- 
spondents from re Kas also report that itis settled that the entire Rajshahi 
Division (except Darjeeling) and the whole of the Dacca and Chittagong 
Divisions will be transferred tothe new province. And yet against all these 
assertions we have the statement of the Lieutenant-Governor in the Legislative 
Council that the question is still under consideration by the Supreme Govern- 
ment. We confess we fail to read this riddle. In our hearts we know that Lord 
Curzon is a man of such strong zd that he will never stop before carrying his 
partition project into effect. What we fail to understand is, why the Bengali 
public should be kept in suspense over their fate. If everything has really 
been settled in secret, why is the making public of that fact being delayed? 
The Universities Act and the Official Secrets Act were carried through in the 
teeth of the united protests of the public. So what can Lord Curzon have to 
fear in the present case from the opposition of the public? How long will 
this policy of making a secret of every Government question continue? 
32. Referring to the Forest Administration Report for the last year, 
Administration published recently, the Hindi Bangavass (Calcutta | 
dminisiration of the 2nd January observes:— ie 
It appears from the Report that in the district 
of Khulna four or five persons were sentenced each to one month’s imprisonment 
for cutting wood worth annas 4 only. If the poor men are punished so severely 
by the local authorities for cutting wood wn few pice, they will naturally 
be afraid of setting their foot within the forest area, and there would be no 
wonder if there be a falling off in the number of such cases. 


The Forest 


Report. 


V.—PROSPECTS: OF THE CROSS AND CONDITION: OF THE PEOPLE. 


33. It is a matter of deep regret, writes the. Burdwan Sanjivani [ Burd wan 

— del aie of the 27th December, that the authorities have 
consequences. not yet paid any attention to the severe loss caused 
to the villagers on the right side of the Damodar 

by the cutting of the embankment on that side by the order of Government. 
During a flood, the river water finds its way into the paddy-fields and deposits 
such a large quantity of sand therein that the fertility of the soil is entirely 
destroyed, and the poor cultivators are ruined. The zamindars pay no attten- 


tion to fhe condition of their raiyats, and exact the payment of their rents 
as usual. 


The greatest offenders in this matter seem to be the Engineers of the 


Damodar Division, who, though they see before their eyes the miseries of the 
raiyats, take no steps whatever to relieve them. There is no doubt that if the 
Engineers did their duty by pointing out.to the Government the sufferings of 
the raiyats, the much-needed relief would have been afforded long ago. The 
official view is that the embankments on both the right and left banks of the 
Damodar cannot be maintained, and that an attempt to do so would imperil 


the Burdwan town itself, as well as the railway lines, by causing breaches in 


the embankment on the left side. Granting that this view is correct, does it 


follow that the villages on the right bank of the Damodar should be destroyed 
and the poor people ruined in order to save the railway lines? Such a policy 


can never be acceptable to the civilised British Government. If to save the 
railway lines you must cut the right embankment, let the cultivators have 
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sufficient compensation, including the price of their dwelling houses, lands 
and other belongings, to enable them to remove to some other place, or let a 
reduction, proportionate to the loss they suffer, be made of the rent they have 
to pay to the zamindar on account of their lands. If nothing is done in the 
matter, there can be no doubt that the greatest injustice will be done to the 
r raiyats. Is it not a matter deserving of the serious attention of the 
a | authorities that the paddy-fields, which are all the wealth the cultivators 
* 55 are going to be turned into waste lands? It is to be hoped that the 
q istrict Magistrate will take pity on the raiyats and draw the attention of the 
| Government to their sad case. ; 

The inhabitants of Natu, Mohunpur and other villages in the Rayna thana 
submitted a memorial to Government through the District Magistrate, drawing 
attention to the serious plight in which they have been placed owing to the 
destructive action of the floods in those villages. It is to be regretted that no 
action has yet been taken on the memorial, If proper precautions are not taken 
in time, the coming rainy season will witness the destruction of lakhs of bighas 
of arable land belonging to these poor people. The sad experiences of the past 
year ought to teach the Engineers to take additional precautions this year. 


V1I.—MIscELLANEOUS. 


Guar Baxpnu, 54. The Ghar Bandhu [Ranchi] of the 15th December does not believe 
Woe, , 05 ee that any deaths due to starvation have occurred in 
on . India during a famine since the commencement of 
14 the British rule, and says that for a vast country like India, it is but natural 
! that one or other of its parts should be visited by famine every year. There 1s 
99 no record left to show the extent of the famines which visited India before 
5 1 the English rule. The Indian Rajas did not mind such things. It is simply 
1 nonsense to censure Government instead of praising it for its taking every 
: necessary step to meet the calamity. | 
- paige 35. In continuing its article headed “ Ruin of the raiyats,” the Hitararta 
1 5 a . [Calcutta] of the Ist January describes the cruelty 
aes shown in realizing Government revenue in Madras 
1 and Bombay in the eighteenth century, and attributes to it the famine of 1783. 
= | The following quotation is made from a Government report 
me 7 5 „Every effort was made, lawful and unlawful, to get the utmost out of the wretched 
ö peasantry, who were subjected to tortures — in some instances cruel and revolting beyond 
1 f desoription—if they oould not or would not yield what was demanded. Numbers abandoned 
4 . * . their homes and fled into neighbouring Native States, large tracts of land were thrown out 


- te of cultivation, and in some districts no more than one-third of the cultured area remained 
=a i in occupation.“ 


Aux Poren, 36. Al Punch [Bankipur] of the 24th December is sorry that one Saiyed 
q Dec, 24th, 1904. ee ee * 8 ae Kheyal should have by a hand- 
= e Shis community and the bill invited the Shia section of the Musulmans to a 
= | ses Edncational Com- meeting held at No. 4, Medical College Street, 
1 Calcutta, in order to consider whether it was proper 
> i for the Shia community to withdraw all their connection with the Aligarh 
. College and the Muhammadan Educational Conference, All such meetings, 
=" | the paper observes, have been seen to flourish for a time under the influence of 
1 a temporary excitement, but they hardly leave any permanent marks behind. 
„ It is beneath the dignity of the Conference to pay any heed to such nonsense. 
ARYAVaRTa, 


3 37. The Argavarta [ Ranch?) of the 24th December says that the Govern- 


1 ment is all along opposed to the National Congress, 


but it is to be seen whether it g 
to any of the resolutions passed at its last session at Bomba sid any attention 
naar Mrrra, | 


8 38. The Bharat Mitra L Caleutta] of the 8 1st December hopes that those 


The National Congress who will read the speech delivered by Sir Henry 


: Cotton, President of the last Nati 
will, of course, be inspired with new hopes and ambition. — 
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39. Referring to the leading article in the Englishman of the 29th pany Aran, 
„ Forejen rule in India.” December, headed Foreign rule in India,” the Deo. 80th, 1904 
ve 15 Daily Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 30th December 
: writes:. 

It is observed by our contemporary that the true Auglo- Indians. 
loves the land of his exile and the people among whom he labours; resents 
the. . name of alien,“ and ‘desires the welfare and prosperity of 
India quite as cordially as any of his Indian friends.” We are indeed giad 
to hear this from our contemporary’s lips, and it is noteworthy that it is 
getting to be a fashion among Anglo-Indians generally to speak in this tone. 
A writer in a recent number of East and West talke in @ similar vein. 
Glad as we are to see such sentiments generally prevail, we shall be more 
glad to see their application in practical life. We do not mean to insinuate 
that all Anglo-Indians are destitute of love for India. But all the same, our 
contemporary is guilty of exaggeration in claiming that the Anglo-Indian 
loves India“ quite as cordially as any of his Indian friends.” At any rate, 
even if it be conceded that he does, in actual life at least we find no con- 
firmation of the truth of our contemporary’s claim. When an Indian gets 
his spleen burst, or when he is kicked or whipped, to how many Anglo- 
Indians can our contemporary point who would resent this outrage with the 
same poignancy that a fellow-countryman of the injured person does? 
And how many Anglo-Indians have been found under such circumstances 
to go to the rescue of the oppressed Indian ? 

We do not differ from our contemporary when he asserts that the Anglo- 
Indian ‘‘is no tyrant.” But we cannot equally accept without demur our 
contemporary’s claim that the Anglo-Indian “will yield, quite simply and 
silently, to any unanimous expression of Indian opinion.” To explain the 
difference of treatment accorded by England to the colonies and India 
regarding the grant of political rights, our contemporary expresses the view 
that unanimity of opinion on any public question is easier to secure in small 
democratic communities, such as are found in the colonies, than among the 
diversity of creeds, races and interests of India. The British Government in 
the case of the colonies assumes that they know their own business best 


and, as such, it does not resist, even when it doubts the justness of any claim 
made by them. But the case of India, it is remarked, is quite on a different 
plane. It is because the Indians do not understand their own interests, 
because they cannot stand on their own legs, that they are still denied the 
full status of British subjects. And it is insinuated that this incapacity 
for self-government is confined not to the Indians alone, but extends generally 
to almost all the Asiatic races. The apne we gather from such utterances 


is that, Europeans are not prepared to pay any regard to the interests of, 
or even to accord the elementary rights of mankind to, anybody but men of 
their own colour of skin. If this idea be correct, what becomes of all this 
talk of fitness and of “unanimous expressions of opinion?“ Are we unable 
to see through these subterfuges? Let it be admitted that there is an absence 
of any unanimous expression of opinion from the whole of this vast empire. 
Let it also be admitted, for the sake of argument, that the opinions of the 
National Congress are not always the opinions of the three hundred millions 
who constitute the population of India. But is the admission of the truth 
of these two statements enough to justify all the unpopular measures of which 
the Government has been guilty? Is it really a fact that the Government 
can in no case get to know the popular opinion? Do they not, for instance, 
know that the salt tax is highly oppressive to the masses? That the people 
of India never paid so high a rate of salt tax as two or two and-a-half rupees 
per maund; that they have from time immemorial onre the unrestricted 
right of cutting down wood from forests; that education has always been free 
in this country—can our rulers plead ignorance of facts like these? Are the 
Indian people not yet sufficiently advanced to be given the benefit of an 
administrative measure like the complete separation of the judicial from the execu- 
tive functions? Is not this a question on which the entire public is unanimous, 
the educated and te uneducated, the native and the foreigner? That the 
ancient industries of the country are dying out, and thereby throwing out of 


work a large part of the population—do not our rulers know this to be a fact? 
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Is not this a matter on which the ignorant masses are at one with the educated 
classes? Is any “ unanimous expression of Indian opinion” necessary to 
draw the attention of Government to cases like these? Can our contemporary 
think that there is any second opinion on questions like these among our 
countrymen? The entire country has been disarmed by law. Was that to 
satisfy a unanimously expressed wish of the population? In the face of facts 
like these we find it difficult to see how Anglo-Indians (yield simply and 
silently to any unanimous expression of Indian opinion.” We think that our 
countrymen would be more grateful to the Anglo-Indians, if instead of 
2 their sympathy to mere lip professions, they would translate it 
into deeds. 
40. In reference to the vote of censure passed by the Singh Sabha of 
Patiala at a meeting of its members, on those of 
A meeting of the Sikh commu- their brethren who have settled in Manchuria, 
— the Bharat Mitra 8 —— KN 
sarcastically remar«s that the only thing left to be done by the Sahha was to 
depute a Se of their members 48 Manchuria to inform their brethren of the 
above. 2 
41. The Bikar Bandhu [ Bankipur] of the Ist January has the following 
article headed ‘‘India’s complaint to Queen 
India’s appeal to the late Queen Victoria: 
„ Pluto! If there be any connection between 
this earth and heaven, deliver this letter to our worshipful mother - Queen. Her 
Indian subjects are just now in a bad plight. We believe the custom of 
consigning appeals from helpless people to the waste- paper basket does not 
obtain there. 

Mother! Have you forgetten us altogether? Now you are not in this 
world and we have to cry for help. We have not forgotten the day when you 
did us good, although knowing that we were guilty. We remember your 
Procalmation of 1858, in which you declared on oath that you would make no 
distinction between the white and the black, and that Indians possessing neces- 
sary merits would be entitled to appointments usually held by Englishmen. 
Alas! what is our condition to-day ? We are dying for want of food and have 
only rags to cover our bodies with. Although there is no famine in the land we 
are suffering all its rigours. Getting no food, we have now become too weak 
to bear the kicks of European soldiers. We are at our wits’ end and do not 
know where to go. All is dark before us. There is none to save us except 
2 who are no longer a mortal being. When we look at your portrait 

anging on the wall of our huts we forget all our troubles for the time being; 
but when we remember you are no longer in this world our hearts break and we 
begin to feel that we are orphans. We had a mind to forward our appeals to 
your feet through some angel, but when the representatives of India cannot get 
access to the English Parliament, how would your English subjects in heaven 
allow them to reach you? 

You may ask, why do we not appeal to His Majesty King Edward VII, 
but, mother, we are poor and helpless and no one listens to us. His Majest 
being in England, our lamentations from here do not reach him, neither are 
we allowed to get there. Our petitions are consigned to the “dead letter box“ 
by those who are here and inform His Majesty that weare happy. So, mother 

2 0 U 
we ask you to intercede on our behalf with God, so that we may either not feel 
the pangs of hunger or He may do something to provide us with a living. 
You might say you have nothing to do with worldly things any more, but can 
a mother ever forget her children, specially children who are in trouble 
and pressed down with new calamities day by day? Mother! What was the 
use of this Tibet Mission? Why has tho Indian cow been milched of the milk 


which should have gone to support her children? If at 
more, ask Lord Canning and Lord Northbrook who are e A 


42. The same paper has the following in a f 1 
Lord Ourgzon’s promises. Curzon’s Ene 3 n article headed ‘Lord 


His Excellency Lord Curzon immediate] . ; a ao: 
has commenced to dream of Missions and 0 after setting his foot in India 


a : — ommissions once more, and to 
reg he 88 rhetoric with a view to create fresh hopes in the minds of 


C.J 


Lord Curzon is no doubt possessed of a strong will and carries out what 
he sets his mind on, come what may in the way of obstacles and opposition, 
but he should duly consider whether his measures would result in gain or loss 
to his Indian subjects. 

We do not wish His Lordship to do anything that will benefit the Indians 
at the cost of British interests, but he should deal fairly with either. 

The Indian people gratefully remember Lord Canning on account of hig 
establishing such close connection between India and England by means of the 
Proclamation of 1857, and therefore believe that His Lordship, subject to the 
laws of re-incarnation, has come back to fulfil the promises made in that, 


Proclamation, It is therefore hoped that Lord Curzon will not prove a conch 


which makes a good deal of noise in vain. 
43. The Hitavaria [Calcutta] of the lst January describes in glowing 
+ wee ieee 1 : — accorded to Sir Henry 8 
contrast Detween Lord Ourzon on landing at Bombay, and contrasts it with that 
— [no cae Carson there on the last occasion, 
when the attendance was small. 

The paper remarks:—The real ruler is one whom the people elect. A 
robber obtains his ends by inspiring awe and fear, but can he become a king 
for all that? 

About half the paper contains a description of the reception and a substance 
of the speech of Sir Henry Cotton, the President of the last National Congress. 

44, Commenting on the case in which arespectable Marwari gentleman 
was not allowed admission to the Collector’s office 
: at Dibrugarh with his shoes on, the same pa 
fails to understand the sensitiveness of European officers over the shoe question, 
and remarks that the day is not far off when these autocratic officials will 
issue orders forbidding anyone entering the office who has not a hat and coat 
on and has not embraced Christianity. Bee 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengali Translator. 


The shoe question in Dibrugarh. 
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Ree Her RET 


I.—Forrien Porrrios. 


Rererrixe to the speculations of the Standard as to whether India is in a 
position to repel a Russian invasion, the Henga las 
ee writes that the question which immediately con- 
cerns India is whether Russia could afford to undertake another expedition, 
incurring enormous expenditure and risks, after what she has experienced in 
the Manchurian campaign. To this there can only be one reply, having regard 
to the magnitude of the task and to internal troubles Russia’s, which are sure 
to engage the attention of her Government for a succession of years to come. 
Accordingly the Bengalee dismisses as improbable the idea of a Russian invasion 
in the near future. ) 


II. — Hou ADMINISTRATION. 
() — Working of the Courts. 


2. The Bengal understands that the Punjab Government have already 
submitted proposals to the Government of India 
ae = the Chief regarding the accumulation of arrears in the Chief 
Court, Lahore, but is very doubtful whether the 
Secretary of State will sanction the appointment of three or four additional 
Judges. This would, no doubt, afford some relief, but it would be of a purely 
temporary nature. The matter is, however, of the gravest concern to the 
public and should not be permitted to hang fire for any length of time. 


3. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s Sylhet correspondent reproduces the judg- 
1 * ment of the second officer of the South Sylhet 

penchay subdivision in a case of wrongful restraint, etc., 
instituted by a Civil Court peon against Krishna Chandra Dutt, a tabsil 


138 and others. Although the accused were sentenced by the trying 
Ma f 


gistrate to various terms of imprisonment, the appellate Court tak 
an altogether different view of the case, set aside the finding of the 


rain Court. What a commentary on the present system of criminal adminis- 
tration ! 


4. The Bengalee writes that the Kabuli nuisance is apparently underroted 
oe by the local officials, as there appears to be no 
wre nuusance in the abatement of the evil. A typical case has just 
been disposed of by the Serampore Civil Court, in 
which a Kabuli money-lender brought a suit against one Narain Chunder Parnee 
on a haichita alleged to have been executed by the latter. After a protracted 
hearing the case was dismissed, as the document was found to be a false one. 
The 1 complains that this is the modus operandi invariably resorted to by 
Kab money-leanders, who in the majority of cases succeed in obtaining 
decrees against their innocent victims who are too illiterate and terror-stricken 
to resist a claim, however false. The Bengalee draws the attention of Gov- 
ernment to the above case and asks when the poor people of the mufassal are 
going to be rid of these tyrants and cut-throats. . 


(Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


5. A correspondent writing 2 the Amrita r Patria complains that 
even the outbreak o e in the city cannot 

. of plague in Banki- arouse the Patna Municibality from their lethargy. 
People are dying on all sides, yet nothin 

the insanitary condition of the town, to whi 


is being done to improve 


undoubtedly the outbreak is due. The stench emitted by the accumulated 
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refuse along the ‘roads and in the drains is enhanced by the nuisance freely 
committed 2. class people, but nevertheless the Municipality will do nothing 
towards increasing their Conservancy Department and making it more efficient. 
It cannot be that they are so insolvent as not to be able to keep the town in 
order, when the Municipality of a small town like Arrah, in addition to perform- 
ing its legitimate duties, can supply the people with a filtered water-supply 


from a distance of eight miles ! 
(h)— General. 
BENGALES, 6. The Bengal is surprised to learn that the clerks employed in the 
25th Dec. 1904. 


) office of the Director of Traffic, under the Director- 

Stoppage of Christmas holidays. General of Telegraphs, have been ordered by the 
Deputy Director to attend during the Christmas vacation, although the other 
sections will remain N The journal considers this a great 


hardship indeed, and asks the Director-General to look into the matter. 
8 7. The Amrita Bazar Pairika writes that Mr. Carey, Magistrate of 
26th Dec. 1904. oa om Hooghly, has in a spirited circular called upon the 


public to liberally subscribe to the Dufferin Branch 
Female Hospital Fund, charging them at the same time with 8 too 
much money on their own luxuries and on such public charities as may bring 
their names directly before Government,” and not for the benefit of their poorer 
countrymen. The good people of Chinsura may regard this as Mr. Carey’s 
season’s greetings. The journal advises him to unlearn his method of appealin 
to the generous instincts of others and to himself follow in the footsteps o 
_ high-bred Englishmen. Who will blame the public if the meeting which will 
shortly be held for the purpose of raising subscriptions is poorly attended? It 
would be interesting to know what proportion of the high salary Mr. Carey draws 
is spent on charities here or elsewhere! But, concludes the Patrika, as he has 
begun this affair badly, it is earnestly to be hoped that he will remedy matters 
by subscribing at least Rs. 500 to the Dufferin Branch Female Hospital Fund, 
which, is his opinion, in so deserving of public sympathy and support. 
imun Mranon, 8. The Indian Mirror writes that the way in which Lord Curzon has filled 
— a certain high administrative offices has caused agree- 
ome recent, appointments of able surprise throughout the country. The 


penchant of importing London-trained financiers 
and others had been carried to such an excess during his Lordship’s régime that 


even men os the “ most distinguished service were not free from alarm. Their 
claims, however, have received full recognition in the present instance, and it is 
most * the public that a Bengal Civilian should have been appointed 
to the post of Financial Member. Owing to the appointment of Mr. Hewett 
to the newly-created membership for Commerce and Industry, the Chief Com- 
missionership of the Central Provinces falls permanently vacant, and the Mirror 
sincerely hopes that Mr. Risley will be nominated as his successor, in order that 
he may some day succeed Sir Andrew Fraser. 

om oe 9. The Amrita Bazar Patrika’s Sylhet correspondent writes that the 
2nd Jan. 1905. Tpo penchayet system in Assam. Chief Commissioner of Assam is not at all satisfied 


with the present system of village panchayets and 
has formulated a scheme for their improvement by making them independent of 


the police, exempting them from the rigorous operation of the Arms Act, and 
investing them with magisterial powers. It is also part of Mr. Fuller’s 
reorganisation scheme that the members should be recruited from among the 
educated classes, but the writer points out that the emolumenis are not likely to 
attract uates. ‘Then, again, itshould be remembered that educated man are 


not to be found in the villages but in the towns. Thus unhappy selections are 
very likely to be made, and if they are invested with „ 


: : me) 3 wers a Class 

of village tyrants would soon spring up and give rise toa inet undersirable 

state of things. 
. 10. The Amrita Bazar Patrita entreats Lord Curzon to introduce into 
. The First Offenilers Act. India the First Offenders Act, which is being worked 


0 f 5 with such success in England. It would have the 
effect of making criminal administration in this country generally less rigorous. 


The Lieutenant-Governor is also besought to listen to the heart-rending appes 
of this police ridden-people and help Lord Curzon iu this noble Work. ‘eer 


( 4%) 


11. The Bengalee appeals to the delegates in the mufnasal to attend in 

| large numbers at the Town Hall Conference to be 

rhe Town Hall Conference on told on the 10th instant, under the presidency of 
Sir Henry Cotton, to consider the steps to be taken 


regarding the Bengal Partition question. The object of this meeting should be 


to make clear to the Government of India and the India Office that the people 
of Bengal have not accepted the scheme propounded by the Nawab of Dacca, and 
that the larger scheme of partition is a8 distasteful as the smaller one, The 
ground on which the partition is pro osed is merely the old cry of “divide and 
rule” in disguise, of which any civilised Government ought to be ashamed. 
12. The Bengalee points out that there has hardly been a Sunday since the 
20th of November last on which the employés of 
Sunday work in theGovernment the Government Central Press have not been 
aa compelled to attend work. It leaves the question 
of the propriety of Sunday work in Government offices to the consideration of 
the Lord Bishop of Calcutta and his clergy, but insists that under the Factory 
Act it is altogether prohibited, except under the well-defined condition that those 
who are required to work on that day must be exempted from duty on one of 
the three days immediately preceding or succeeding it. It is certainly not 
creditable that the Finance and Commerce Department should tolerate this 
illegal practice. Already, says the journal, the salaried employés are groaning 
under the operation of an illiberal overtime rule and if, in addition, they are 
forced to work on Sundays and gazetted holidays without any compensation, 
they will have a very serious and just grievance to put forward. Service in 
the Government Central Press has grown notoriously unpopular—a fact which 
will be borne out by comparing the admission registers of the last ten or twelve 
years. The heavy fine roll of about Rs. 13,000 a year may have much to do 
with the falling olf in numbers. The standard of workman, too, has admittedly 
deteriorated, so that the situation is one which should be thoroughly enquired 
into by the authorities concerned. | | 
13. The Bengalee writes that the Government have only partially 
1 b thelate Head Clerk, benefited the Head Clerk of the Municipal Magis- 
Municipal Magistrate's olle. trate's office by sending him to the office of the 
Chief Presidency Magistrate on a salary of Rs. 50, 
as he loses Rs. 34 a month by the transfer. This is, indeed, a considerable 
sum to a man of restricted means, and as the Government are, by this time, 
fully acquainted with the facts of his case, the journal appeals to the 
Lieutenant-Governor to reconsider his decision. If there is no post carrying 
a higher pay at present available in the Chief Presidency Magistrate’s office, 
there is no reason why he should not be granted a personal allowance of 
Rs. 34 until something actually occurs in a higher grade. The Bengalee 
hopes that the Lieutenant-Governor will take this view and do full justice to 
a man who has already been made to suffer so much. 


for the recruitment of officers for the Executive 
Service, at least so far as they appear on paper, to 
which any section of the public can reasonably 
take exception. By the abolition of the competitive system, the chances of 
young men of capacity and merit have in no way been diminished, for during 
the last eleven years, the average number of appointments laid open to 
competition has been only three each year, and under the new regulations 
these three appointments will go to the graduates nominated by the Syndicate. 
The Mirror n approves of the new system of recruitment, as it will 
tend to promote University education throughout the province, and relies on 
Sir Andrew Fraser's assurance that he will regard it as a duty of the Gov- 
ernment to reconcile the conflicting claims of the differeut races occupying 
different parts of the province. Thus the jourual considers that it is quite 
uncharitable to adversely criticise the rules until it is ascertained how they 
operate in 2 

15. The Bengalee writes that the reply given by the Home Member to 

The Partition questios: the questions put by the Hon’ble the Mabara ja 


The new system of recruitment 
for the Executive Service, 


Bengal has certainly one merit, viz., that of brevity. Judging from the reply, 


14, The Indian Mirror considers that there is nothing in the new rules 


Bahadur of Darbhanga regarding the partition of 
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however, there is yet time for agitating in the matter, and the forthcoming 
Conference cannot but be regarded as à particularly opportune one. 


V.—Prospects OF THE Crops aND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


Indian Mirror writes that the outturn of the paddy crops has 

i ert not come up to the expectations of the dere 

* owing to the failure of the monsoon in October, 

and in some districts the cultivation is only eight annas, while in others it does 

not exceed twelve annas. In districts like Bankura, Birbhum, Manbhum, etc., 

where the land yields only one crop during the year, the people are sure to 

suffer from scarcity. ‘The cultivators in their anxiety to sow the crops drained 

off all the available water from ponds, tanks, etc., so that the prospect in these 
places is far from cheering. me 


VI.— MISCELLANEOUS. 


17. What a difference was there, writes the Bengalee, between the recep- 
tions accorded to Lord Curzon, the great proconsul, 
Bombay's welcome to Sir Henry and Sir Henry Cotton, the President-elect of the 
ee Indian National Congress, whose arrivals took place 
within 15 days of each other! The one was merely received by the people, 
whereas the other was enthusiastically welcomed and nothing was wanting to 
impart to his reception the character of a popular demonstration. This is, 
indeed, a sad reflection for the ruler of the land. | 
18. The Amrita Baur Patrika writes that since the object of the Congress 
is to ameliorate the condition of the Indian people 
The Indian National Congress. and to strengthen the basis of British rule in 
the East, it would have been a more long-sighted policy if the authorities 
encou the movement iustead of attempting to destroy it. The promoters 
of the Congress. are English-educated men and their loyalty to the Crown is 
undoubted. Thus by securing the good will of these men through the Congress, 
the Government might have easily secured the —— of the masses. If the 
Congress had prospered under the auspices of the Government, the leaders of 
the organization would have thought it their first duty to convert all malcontents 
into loyals. The hostile—nay, the postively inimical attitude of the authorities 
the Congress has, however, converted its supporters into a body of 
irreconciliable oppositionists of the Government. 
19. A lot — been heard, writes the Bengalee, regarding the waning 
pa enthusiasm of the Congress, but the last Congress, 
which is the greatest that has ever been held, has 
belied all the beliefs entertained of its decay and proved conclusively that the 
movement is silently and steadily growing. It is not, indeed, a sickly plant 
even in Bengal, for the number of delegates from that province was the largest 
that ever attended any session of the Oongress, and what is still more 
gratifying is that there were many new delegates, Thus it will be seen that 
the movement is not weakening hut spreading and enlisting recruits in the very 
ince where its methods have been subjected to the severest criticism! 
Another noticeable feature of the Bombay Congress was that it was 
attended by many officials, whereas in Bengal they fought shy of the 
movement. The secret of this difference is easily understood. The Bomba 
Government is presided over by an Englishman fresh from public life in 
England. Such a ruler recognises that opposition is not sedition, but that it 
is a healthy check on the Government. In Bengal, however, opposition is not 
countenanced 15. the authorities who are bred in the traditions of a narrow 
bureaucracy. The remedy lies in the conversion of Bengal into a Presidency 
ee a reform is not to be thought of so long as Lord Curzon continnes 
as Viceroy. 15 
20. Commenting on an article of the Times of India, headed 4 Clarion v 


„ or Penny Trumpet,” the Amrita Bacar Patrika 

R ee eee | pints to . ging example of the 2 feeling 
es entertaine y certain Anglo-Indi publici 

towards Indians and those Englishmen who „ with * 

progressive movement of the Indians. Such men as Cotton and Wedderburn 


. 
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show themselves superior to ordinary individuale, and their magnanimity and 

disinterestedness ought to’ make maul esteemed by all who are not devoid 
of higher sentiments. 2 7 3 

he majority of Englishmen wish the Indians to be treated as a conquered 

ople and would never allow them any self-government. | „ Hew 

3 influence many pledges have been broken and the Royal tion 


of 1858 is now something more than a joke. If the Indian authorities had any 


respect for their good Queen, they would long ago have planted the germs of 
real self-government in this country. ot 33 „ «aan 

The journal strongly approves of the efforts made by Sir William 
Wedderburn and Sir Henry Cotton to revive the Indian party in Parliament, 
and comments egotistically ou the remark of Sir Henry, in his presidential 
speech, to the effect that“ Babus from Bengal, strenuous and able, rule and 
control public opinion from Peshawar to Chittagong.” 

The days of the Bengali Babus are, however, gone. They have been 
practically expelled from every Indian State and many other parts of India, 
and their own Local Government has at last risen against them, Their 
prospects in the Provincial Service are gone, owing to the abolition of, the 
competitive examination for Deputy Magistrates, and they must find a new 
means of livelihood or starve in their own country. 

21. Tothe Bengale the exclusion of Bengalis from the Honours List 
is unquestionably a veritable blessing in disguise. 
A man that is titled is not unfrequently a man 
that is marred, The G. C. S. I. conferred on the Prime Minister of Nipal is 
apparently in recognition of his services in connection with the invasion of Tibet, 
to which is also attributed the K. C. I. E. bestowed on the To Penlop 
of Bhutan. The journal does not know what special claims Mr, Stevens, 
late Judge of the High Court, Calcutta, has upon the Knighthood which 
has been conferred on him, and would have certainly preferred to see 
Mr. Justice Ghose created a Knight. Sueh a graceful act on the part of the 
Government would be gratifying to the Indian community. : 

22. The Indian Muror considers thaf the Indian Government should 
appreciate the reform movement in Russia and 
ei learn a lesson from it while, on the other hand, the 
people should realise what good can result from political agitation as illustrated 
by the successful efforts of the Zemstvos. The motives of the Congress have 
been cried down both by the Government and the Anglo-Indian Press, but the 
Mirror maintains that the Congress has done incalculable service to the Govern- 
ment by furnishing it with an opportunity of judging the true feelings and 
sentiments of the people. It were better that Indian discontent should 


The New Year's Honours. 


Political agitation. 


find a safety valve rather than smoulder, and if the Congress movement were 


suppressed and the people not allowed to ventilate their grievances, the land 

would be thrown into turmoil. Thus the Indian Press and the various public 

bodies which represent the interests of the people are the best friends of the 
Government, and it is only sensible that this fact should be recognised. 

23. The Hengalee writes that by refusing to accept from Sir Henry Cotton 

: personally, a copy of the resolutions passed at the 

Cctend Curton and Sir Henry recent session of Indian National Congress, Lord 

Curzon has rejected a golden opportunity of dimin- 

ishing his unprecedented unpopularity. His Excellency was not asked to enter 


into a discussion on the subject or to commit himself to an expression of an 


opinion, but merely to receive a copy of the resolutions from Sir enry Cotton’s 
hands, To repy then that he had no precedent to go on for granting such a 
request is indeed a poor defence and one utterly unworthy of Lord Curzon. 
His Lordship, however, has been misinformed in this regard, for there are at 
least two precedents, namely, the reception of the President and the delegates 
by Lord Dufferin in 1885 and by Lord Connemara of Madras in 1887. But 
supposing there was not a single precedent, what of that? Has Lord Curzon 
been any respecter of precedents or persons? His ‘Excellency has un- 
scrupulously departed from time-honoured usages and traditions too numerous to 
mention. What, then, would have been the harm if. he received Sir Henry 
Cotton and thereby mollified the popular discontent at his administration? By 


not doing so, however, Lord Curzon has evinced a deplorable lack of states- 


manship and increased the hatred of his bitterest opponents. 
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24, In an introductory paragra agraph, the Amrita Bazar Patrika holds up 
pues cro endes, of the recent Conference of the 
Conference of European mer. Chambers of Commerce, as a pattern to the pro- 


1 | moters of Indian Con and Conferences Who 
have long since ceased to be practical men and whose sole object is to make 


vain and declamatory speeches. 2 
Coming to the subject of agriculture, which formed the chief topic of 
discussion at the Conference, the Patrita writes that it must be owned that 
Russia has done much more for Asia that her more enlightened rival has done 
for India. If Siberia was a dreary waste, Russia has succeeded in making it a 
Garden of Eden by importing shiploads of agricultural implements from 
America and utilising them. Indeed, it is believed that in the course of time 
Siberia will be able to supply the whole world with wheat! But what is being 
done for India? The cattle have considerably deteriorated and are- fast 
disappearing; the implements used to-day are what our forefathers used 
thousands of years ago, and water, the best manure, is often not to be had. 
These conditions are essential to the agricultural development of a country, and 
the rulers have done absolutely nothing to establish them, knowing full well that 
India’s only hope of existence lies in developing her agricultural resources, since 
she has been ruined industrially. The Patrika hopes that the efforts of the 
Conference to make the Government devote systematic and sustained attention 
to this all-important subject will be crowned with success. 
25. The Amrita Bazar Patrika regrets that this Conference should have 
ria sed a resolution advocating the abolition of the 
income-tax, and considers that it would have been 
. from touching upon those subjects regarding which 
there was a difference of opinion between it and the Indians. The income-tax 
is a tax on the rich only. Why then should it be abolished in preference to 
the land-tax, which affects the millions of the country and is at the root of 
famines and impoverishment? The people of Bengal, the United Provinces, 
and the Punjab would hail the remission of this impost, which would speedily 
give rise to a more prosperous peasantry. 
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